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Pilot, Capt. William C. Lawrence*- - ZXayed with the plane; died in crash

Co-Pilot, 1st LtMathew W. Hall* - Stayed with the plane; died in crash

Navigator, 2nd Lt Daniel N. Blodgett - Parachuted and survived

Bombadie, 2"** Lt Frank J Pratt — Parachuted and survived

N Navigator, 1st Lt George V Winter — Parachuted and survived
-^Mickey Operator, Irving P. Canin — Parachuted and survived

Radio Operator, William R. Eggers— Thrown from plane; died in fall
U Gunner, Vernon O. Christensen * — Parachuted and survived.
W Gunner, Everett L. Mac Donald * - Thrown from plane; died in fall
W Gunner, Louis L. Kaplan — Thrown from plane; died in fall
T Gunner, Arthur E. Nitsche, Jr. * - Thrown from plane; died in fall

* - were from the original Hell's Angel crew.
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A REMEMBRANCE

F R O M H O M E

THROUGH THE AMERICAN Y.M.C.A.

PHOTO © 2001 Bill CRUMP

Consolidated B-24 Liberator
The Consolidated Liberator was vulnerable to damage and more readily caught

fire than did its stablemate, the B-17.
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ADDRESS REPLY TO

COMMANDING GENERAL. ARMY AIR FORCES

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

ATTENT.ON. AFPPA-8 HEADQUARTERS, ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

AAF 201 - (834-7) Canin, Irving P.
0700885

November 8,

Mrs. Alice Canin,
1578 4.3rd Street,
Brooklyn, New York.

Dear Mrs. Canin:

I am writing you with reference to your son, Second Lieutenant
Irving P. Canin, who was reported by The Mjutant General as missing
in action over Poland since September 13th.

Further information has been received which indicates that Lieu-
tenant Canin was a crew member of a B-24 (Liberator) bomber which
departed from Italy on a bombardment mission to Oswiecim, Poland, on
September 13th. Pull details are not available, but the report indi-
cates that during this mission at about 11:25 a.m., over the target,
our planes were subjected to enemy antiaircraft fire and your son's
bomber sustained damage. Shortly thereafter two parachutes opened
from the disabled craft as it fell to the earth. Inasmuch as the
crew members of accompanying planes returning from the mission were
unable to furnish any other details relative to the disappearance of
Lieutenant Canin, these facts constitute all the information pres-
ently obtainable.

Due to necessity for military security, it is regretted that the
names of those who were in the plane and the names and addresses of
their next of kin may not be furnished at the present time.

Please be assured that a continuing search by land, sea, and air
is being made to discover the whereabouts of our missing personnel.
As our armies advance over enemy occupied territory, special troops
are assigned to this task, and all agencies of the government in every
country are constantly sending in details which aid us iii bringing
additional information to you.

Very sincerely,

E. 1. BR1DUNAS,
Major, A. G. D. ,

Chief, Notification Branch,
Personal Affairs Division,

Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel.



F I F T E E N T H A I R F O R C E
Office of the Commanding General

A. P. 0 520

2 October 1944

Mrs, Alice Ganin
1578 43rd Street
Brooklyn, New York

l\'y dear Mrs. Ganin: i ̂ JBSLV*^ -̂ .

It is ray sad duty to confirm the report of the War
Department that your son, Second Lieutenant Irving
P. Ganin, 0-700885, has been missing in action since
September 13, 1944 when he failed to return from a
bombing mission to Oswieclm, Poland. I know that
you will want the details of his last flight as I
have them here.

After the bomb run your son's ship received flak
hits that caused it to fall from the formation.
While the craft remained within sight, two para-
chutes were seen to emerge. As the plane entered
a cloud bank, it is highly possible that other
parachutes were used after it passed from sight.
I hope that we shall have additional details in
the future but for now we can do little but wait
and hope for the best. I assure you that the War
Department will notify you immediately should fur-
ther details become available.

While he was with this air force, your son exhibited
all the splendid qualities associated with our fin-
eat flying personnel. As radar operator on his ship
he contributed much to the success of the missions.
I extend sincere sympathy in the grief that is yours
at this time.

Very sincerely yours,

\. P. TWININQ Major General, USA
Commanding
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