
March 11, 2021

Members of the Landmarks Preservation Commission
From: Steven Finacom

Re: Landmark Initiation Proposal / Status for 1227 Bancroft Way

As members of the Commission know, I have been looking at the history of 1227 
Bancroft Way for a long time. 

My attention was first brought to this property by Berkeleyside, when one of their 
reporters asked me in 2019 if I could identify the building where Kamala Harris lived 
when growing up in Berkeley. 

I was able through research to identify it as 1227 Bancroft, and the Harris campaign 
subsequently confirmed to Berkeleyside that was the home Harris had referred to in her 
memoir.

I have since been able to confirm that Harris, her mother, and her sister lived at the 
house from early 1971 to 1977, when they moved to Canada where her mother had 
taken a new job. 

In November, 2021, before any formal Landmarks Preservation Commission action, I 
contracted the current owners of the property about the possibility of a landmark 
application.

They are most thoughtful and pleasant people with long-time Berkeley connections. 
They asked for more information about landmarking. I sought at that time to put them 
in touch with the Commission Secretary so they could learn more about the nature of 
Berkeley landmarking, but that effort was unsuccessful.

The initiation proposal was on the agenda for the December, 2020, LPC meeting, but 
was continued by the Commission at my request into 2021 and, as Commissioners 
know, we most recently voted to continue it again.

On March 9 I heard from the owners of the house that they would prefer that the house 
not be considered for landmarking at this time, in part to avoid disruptions to the 
neighbors who make the 1200 block of Bancroft their home.

I believe this is a sensible and reasonable request at this time, given the tumultuous and 
confrontational times we are all experiencing. 

Accordingly, and honoring the request of the owners, I would like to ask the 
Commission to indefinitely table the initiation request.
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Since the Commission has taken no votes on the initiation proposal, except to continue 
it, and the final application is not yet submitted, there is no formal landmark application 
pending, and that is the way it should remain at present. Eventually there may be 
another time when this matter should be considered again, after further consultation 
with the current owners.

I am going to continue to personally work on research on 1227 Bancroft which indeed 
has a fascinating history, dating back to 1910, as the home of a number of working 
class families and at least two, and possibly three, immigrant families. I will probably 
write about the history and context of the house in various forums.

Meanwhile, I would ask the Commission, the media, and the general public to respect 
the privacy of the owners, the renters at the property, and the neighbors living on or 
near the 1200 block of Bancroft Way.

Steven Finacom
Member, Berkeley Landmarks Preservation Commission
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