
 

 
 

 
 

Berkeley Police Department  
After Action Report  

 

 

 

“Say No to Marxism” at Civic Center Park  

“Stop the Hate” at Ohlone Park  
 

 

Type of Occurrence: Protest / Counter Protest 

 

Background: 

On Feb. 1, 2017, a planned event featuring Milo Yiannopoulos on the UC Berkeley campus 

drew a large boisterous protest on Sproul Plaza. In the midst of that protest, a large group of 

over a 150 masked extremists stormed the campus, attacked police with fireworks and 

explosives, tore apart safety barricades, violently assaulted people in the area, vandalized and 

destroyed property in south campus and downtown, set multiple fires and threw a lit flare into a 

downtown bank. This group acted in a coordinated manner, indicating organization, clear goals, 

and a plan to disrupt the event, and deny those with whom they disagree the physical space to 

express first amendment protected speech. 

 

Due to the actions of this group, the event was immediately cancelled due to safety concerns, 

and Yiannopoulos did not speak. This event brought national focus on the City of Berkeley and 

the University of California, and the issue of free speech.  

 

In Berkeley, on February 1, April 15, and August 27, large coordinated groups of extremists 

took coordinated action and violently attacked people engaging in free speech activities, as well 

as police officers. These attacks resulted in significant injuries to both civilians and police 

officers. 

 

On April 15, dozens of masked extremists entered Civic Center Park during an otherwise 

peaceful event, and ultimately attacked others in the park, as well as police officers, using a 

variety of weapons including chemical irritant sprays, explosive quarter sticks of dynamite 

known as “M-80s”, sticks, bats, bike locks, and wooden shields. An improvised explosive 

device was also recovered in the park.  

 

On August 27, in another display of coordinated maneuver and direction, several hundred 

masked extremists arrived on the scene of an otherwise peaceful event in Civic Center Park, 

accompanied by a flatbed truck loaded with weapons and shields. Shields were off-loaded from 

the truck and distributed to masked extremists. Directions from an amplified sound system were 

given. A person on the truck used a loudspeaker to prepare the crowd for violent confrontation, 

warning that anyone who was concerned about violence should move away. The masked group 

formed a line with their shields, violently moved a person off of their own skirmish line, ignited 

smoke bombs, and ultimately entered the park illegally, armed with shields and weapons. 

Extremists subsequently attacked individuals in the park. They used their shields as weapons 

against others.  
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September 2017, Berkeley experienced 5 days of politically polarized protests and counter 

protests when Ben Shapiro spoke at Zellerbach Hall on the UC Campus, and later during a Milo 

Yiannopoulos-organized “Free Speech” week on campus. 

 

In late July 2018, at a protest against a perceived right wing gathering in Oakland, a group 

clashed with Oakland Police and an improvised explosive device was thrown at officers, 

injuring six with shrapnel.  Last year at a similar Civic Center Park event, as noted above, 

explosives were thrown at BPD, injuring several officers. 

 

On Sunday, August 5, 2018, an unpermitted, non-city sanctioned event labelled “No to 

Marxism in America 2 / Say no to Communism” was slated to take place in Berkeley’s Civic 

Center park.  Several groups that have participated in violent behavior have indicated they 

would attend.  One of the potential participants, Joey Gibson of Patriot Prayer, has been the 

focus of many of the events outlined above and was specifically targeted on August 27th, 2017.  

On June 3, 2018, Gibson/Patriot Prayer hosted an event in Portland, Oregon that resulted in 

violence by opposing groups of extremists.  

 

In an apparent response, a second, unpermitted, non-city sanctioned event, labelled “Stop the 

Hate” was slated to occur in Ohlone Park.  Based on prior similar events, we anticipated 

members of the Ohlone Park event would march to Civic Center Park to counter demonstrate.  

 

Based on this information and the history of violence associated with multiple similar events in 

2017, there was a strong possibility there would be violent assaults and other criminal activity 

between opposing groups on August 5th in Berkeley. 

 

Command Post Information: 

 

A Unified Operations Center was established at the PSB.  This included: 

 Unified Command with Berkeley Fire and Mutual Aid Partners 

 Emergency Operations Center for citywide services.  

 Mutual Aid was coordinated through the Alameda County Office of Emergency Services.  

Deployment was coordinated through the Unified Command Operations Center. 

 

 

Arrest Information: 

Overall, 20 individuals were arrested over the course the day.   

Offense # of 

charges 

PC 242   (Battery) 1 

PC 185   (Masked offender) 3 

BMC      (Municipal code) 13 

PC 148   (Resist Arrest) 5 

PC 405   (Riot) 1 

PC 594   (Vandalism) 1 

Weapons Violations 13 
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Injuries 

 

Officer injuries:  No officers reported injuries related to the protests.  

Civilian injuries:  BFD reports 3 medical responses.  Of those responses, none required 

transport to a hospital.  

 

 

Inventory of Chemical Munitions: 

 

 

Pre-Event Inventory Post-Event Inventory 

GO CAN #1 
Qty 2 CS 5230 Canisters 

Qty 2 CS 5231 Tri Chamber 

Qty 5 6210 White Smoke 

Qty 2 6210 Red Smoke 

  

GO CAN #2 
Qty 2 CS 5230 Canisters 

Qty 2 CS 5231 Tri Chamber 

Qty 3 6210 White Smoke 

Qty 4 5210 White Smoke 

  

GO CAN #3 
Qty 15 CS 6230 Canisters 

  

GO CAN #4 
Qty 14 OC Vaper Canisters 

Qty 12 OC 9440 Bangs 

  

Cardboard Box  
Qty 15 MK9 OC Foggers 

  

Wood Crate 
Qty 30 5210 White Smoke 

  

Gold Backpack 
Qty 4 5210 White Smoke 

Qty 4 CS Tri Chambers 

Qty 2 OC Vaper Canisters 

Qty 2 OC 9440 Bangs 

  

Blue Backpack 
Qty 4 5210 White Smoke 

Qty 4 CS Tri Chambers 

Qty 2 OC Vaper Canisters 

Qty 2 OC 9440 Bangs 

GO CAN #1 
Qty 2 CS 5230 Canisters 

Qty 2 CS 5231 Tri Chamber 

Qty 5 6210 White Smoke 

Qty 2 6210 Red Smoke 

  

GO CAN #2 
Qty 2 CS 5230 Canisters 

Qty 2 CS 5231 Tri Chamber 

Qty 3 6210 White Smoke 

Qty 4 5210 White Smoke 

  

GO CAN #3 
Qty 15 CS 6230 Canisters 

  

GO CAN #4 
Qty 14 OC Vaper Canisters 

Qty 12 OC 9440 Bangs 

  

Cardboard Box  
Qty 15 MK9 OC Foggers 

  

Wood Crate 
Qty 27 5210 White Smoke (3 deployed) 

  

Gold Backpack 
Qty 4 5210 White Smoke 

Qty 4 CS Tri Chambers 

Qty 2 OC Vaper Canisters 

Qty 2 OC 9440 Bangs 

  

Blue Backpack 
Qty 4 5210 White Smoke 

Qty 4 CS Tri Chambers 

Qty 2 OC Vaper Canisters 

Qty 2 OC 9440 Bangs 
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Gold Vest 
Qty 3 5210 White Smoke 

Qty 2 CS Tri Chambers 

Qty 1 OC Vaper Canister 

  

Blue Vest 
Qty 4 5210 White Smoke 

Qty 2 CS Tri Chambers 

Qty 1 OC Vaper Canister 

 

  

Gold Vest 
Qty 2 5210 White Smoke (1 deployed) 

Qty 2 CS Tri Chambers 

Qty 1 OC Vaper Canister 

  

Blue Vest 
Qty 4 5210 White Smoke 

Qty 2 CS Tri Chambers 

Qty 1 OC Vaper Canister 

 

 

A total of 4 cans of Smoke were deployed.  

 

Personnel Costs: 

 

 Personnel costs: $124,000 

 Other costs: $30,000 

 

Property Damage: 

 

 Trash cans set on fire IFO 2100 Center St.  

 Vandalism to Patelco Credit Union – Smashed ATM at 2033 Shattuck Ave. 

 Vandalism to Marines Recruiting Center – Smashed plate glass windows. 64 Shattuck 

Ave. 

 Vandalism to 21 City of Berkeley vehicles parked at 2029 Berkeley Way. Arson to city 

vehicle.   

 

*Cost estimates pending. 

 

Overall Critique: 

 

Planning and Preparation: 

There was relatively short notice about the events. Once Patriot Prayer indicated they would 

attend the Civic Center Park event, the assessment was made that there was significant potential 

for violent counter-protest.  Planning involved significant involvement of tactical leadership in 

developing tactical contingency plans.  Their input was invaluable.  Most of the commanders 

who would have leadership in the field were included in the planning process.  This helped 

operations during the incident as they were involved, contributed and were oriented to the plan.  

The barricade plan and installation was smoother than past incidents.  A commander was 

assigned to facilitate and monitor the installation.  Hardscaping an outer perimeter allowed 

exclusion of threats posed by vehicles, as occurred in Charlottesville a year ago.   

 

Mutual Aid meetings were held at BPD in the short lead-up.  BPD established Unified 

Command at BPD in the Emergency Operations Center.  Mutual Aid was provided by ACSO, 

Emeryville PD, San Leandro PD, Oakland PD, Hayward PD, UCPD and CHP totaling 202 

officers.  The Multi-Purpose Room was used exclusively for the Unified Command Post and 
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EOC which created plenty of space for mutual aid commanders.  Other functions were moved 

to other areas of the PSB.   

 

Response: 

During the course of the events we handled multiple crowd management tasks and crowd 

control deployments, effected 20 arrests for individual violations.  A truck laden with shields 

was towed when the occupants were taken into custody.  Multiple weapons were confiscated 

including weapons hidden in large banners.  Again, we observed a tactic where counter-

protesters surrounded opponents with banners obscuring vision while counter-protesters kicked 

and punched opponents through the banner.  Targeted arrests were made for weapons 

violations. 

 

Crowd Management:   

BPD Units took primary responsibility for creating a safe place for people to protest and 

counter protest peacefully.  Armed individuals were disrupted early by patrols and weapons 

were seized.  When crowds of protesters and counter protesters came together, BPD units were 

deployed close to the issue to deter assaults and intervene quickly with arrests for individual 

behavior.  Armed groups indicated the need to use crowd control tactics to keep the groups 

apart to prevent violence.   

 

Crowd Control: 

A large crowd 500-1000 people formed containing a group of 100-150 people carrying weapons 

while wearing masks.  The “No Hate” crowd was intent on confronting the “No to Marxism” 

protest in Civic Center Park with violence and were prevented multiple times from reaching the 

park by crowd control formations from BPD and Mutual Aid Partners.  Eventually, a masked 

element attempted to breach skirmish lines and were repelled using smoke munitions and less-

lethal projectiles, including ten rounds of 40mm and twenty rounds of FN303 impact rounds.  

This one limited engagement was effective in preventing serious violence on officers and 

keeping those involved away from the park. Throughout the event, Arrest support from 

transport units were able to quickly remove arrestees from the scene. 

 

Marching: 

The “No Hate” group containing armed counter protesters was monitored as it marched around 

downtown attempting to find a way into Civic Center Park.  Due to the composition of the 

crown we did not join the march.  Crowd to officer ratios were not favorable to safely employ 

this tactic. We were unable to intervene and make arrests for significant acts of vandalism and 

arson as the group marched away following the confrontation with police.  The crowd 

responsible for vandalism on Shattuck Ave and Berkeley Way joined another “Solidarity” event 

at Ohlone Park and removed masks, doffed black attire and left obvious weapons behind before 

many marched back to Civic Center Park.  By this time, the “Say no to Marxism” protesters 

concluded their event and left for the day.  The assessment was made that without a target to 

attack, the group could be allowed into Civic Center Park.  Inability to get updates directly from 

overhead Mutual Aid Helicopters hampered situational awareness during the march.     

  

Nothing further to report. 

 

Prepared by:  Lt. D. Montgomery 




