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Dear Ms. Beckles, 
 
It has come to our attention that a disturbing video containing anti-Semitic rhetoric was made in 
support of your campaign for California Assembly, District 15. In May of 2018, Blue America 
PAC created and posted a video promoting your candidacy with the tagline, “Big Shekels Can’t 
Hide our Beckles Pride.” The video is an attempt to promote your campaign as a ‘pure’ choice 
and your opponent, Buffy Wicks, as a monied and corrupt one --  backed by ‘big shekels’.  We 
are deeply disappointed to see that your campaign has not only failed to denounce the video, but 
you promoted and shared its derogatory content on your official campaign Facebook and Twitter 
accounts.  
 
In May of 2018, Blue America PAC - which endorsed and is raising money for your campaign, 
Jovanka Beckles for Assembly District 15 - posted online and on social media a video 
advertisement with the following message: “Big Shekels can’t hide our Beckles Pride… because 
cash is king in the halls of the Assembly.”  The ad goes on: “It’s easy campaigning for a pure 
crusader/ and talking the talk: without ‘fear of favor’/ it’s hard to walk the walk when whipped 
by lyin’ tamers.” The earlier reference to ‘big shekels’ is even more problematic following these 
allusions to religious rhetoric. In addition, the ad ran a banner with the headline “Beat Buffy’s 
Big Bucks” followed by “Vote Jovanka Beckles.”  
 
We were shocked to see that your campaign retweeted the video from both your candidate page 
and the page of your campaign’s treasurer (Ruscal Cayangyang) on Twitter.  Moreover, we were 
also dismayed to see that you posted an article written by the head of the Blue America PAC - 
which prominently features the “Big Shekels” video on the top -  to your Facebook page with the 
following statement: “Everyone should read Blue America’s expert analysis of my race for 
California Assembly District 15.” The article, posted to the website ‘Crooks and Liars,’ 
introduces the video with the following caption: “To help you laugh through your tears at this 
corrupt game of top-down class warfare, watch the video above, which we encourage you to 
share (and to adapt freely).” 
 
As active members of the Jewish community, we are disgusted at the use of derogatory words 
and anti-Semitic language in this video. We all know too well that using the term ‘big shekels’ as 
it relates to money and political power is a vile and not-so-subtle reference to the old trope and 
view that Jewish people control power though money. It is patently anti-Semitic. The 
controversial use of this language was pointed out to Blue America PAC on Twitter, and their 
reply proved they were both comfortable with the language and unwilling to address the 



anti-semitic concerns. Blue America PAC not only left it up on Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, 
and in their articles, but they even ran a funded political advertisement with the content on 
Facebook. The video and accompanying article also remain posted on your campaign’s social 
media platforms. 
 
Both you and Blue America PAC were alerted to the issues of this video via Twitter. Twitter user 
@realBenShapero (not be confused with agitator Ben Shapiro) replied to a tweet that you were 
on with the following message: “I still haven’t heard if she apologized for the anti-Semitic dog 
whistle using shekels to denounce big money.” We are saddened to see that you did not take the 
opportunity to denounce the anti-Semitism used in the video; moreover, the content remains 
shared on your Facebook and Twitter pages at the time of this letter. 
 
Especially in times like these, we need to be united as a community against hatred and bigotry. 
As members of the Jewish community, this is particularly painful, AND it is everyone’s 
responsibility to speak out against this kind of hate. We cannot overlook or tolerate the 
implication that Ms. Wicks and the legislators of Sacramento are controlled by ‘sheckels’ or 
‘Jewish money’. While President Trump may have been elected despite using anti-Semitic, racist 
and sexist comments to deride an opponent, Californians must have higher standards for their 
political discourse.  
 
We are asking you, your campaign, and the electeds and community members supporting you, to 
disavow this anti-Semitic statement immediately. We believe that you as the candidate and your 
campaign should also publicly apologize for promoting it on social media.  
 
We have attached to this letter screenshots of the offending postings and article. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Joyce Newstat and Susan Lowenberg  
Beth Gerstein 
Eli Gilad 
Heidi Goldstein 
Noah Lebowitz and Tracy Hollander 
Pam Springer 
Susan Wengraf, Berkeley City Council Member 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



  
 
 

 



 

 



 
 

 
 

 


