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lmaio@cityofberkeley.info · 510.981.7110 · cityofberkeley.info/lindamaio 

 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
FROM: Councilmember Linda Maio 
  
SUBJECT: Protecting our Parks from Unsafe, Unsanitary Conditions 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Request the City Manager to implement the following recommendations for Ohlone Park 
and utilize them for other parks where appropriate. 
  
1. Increase nighttime enforcement and enable police to enter the parks at night with 
their cars (being sensitive to landscaping), to enforce park rules and ordinances.  
 
2. (Requires further discussion.) 
 
3. Consider the presence of needles, traces of drugs like meth and heroin, human 
feces, a public health threat and involve the Health Department to cordon off areas of 
encampment for the purpose of clearing the areas of contamination and insuring the 
areas are safe for public use. Monitor areas used for encampment for public health risks 
to enable additional action. 
  
4. Determine where additional signage is needed regarding camping rules, park hours, 
and use of the park especially in locations where encampments frequently occur. 
  
5. Place covered trash and recycling receptacles in high use areas in Ohlone, such as 
at McGee/Hearst. Determine other areas where such receptacles are needed. 
 
6. Assess Ohlone Park for need of additional porta potties. Northwest area of park at 
Grant and Hearst has been reported as “public bathroom.” 
 
BACKGROUND 
Caring for people, especially those who are less fortunate who do not have homes is 

important to Berkeley residents. Caring for our public spaces, maintaining basic safety 

especially for children is also important to us. Unfortunately, Ohlone Park, in addition to 

other parks, has experienced highly antisocial behavior and unsanitary practices that 
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make the park unsafe for everyone. We have some serious safety issues at Ohlone 

Park.  

  

Ohlone Park visitors and nearby residents have witnessed an increase of "campers" in 

Ohlone Park and the serious problems some of them bring with them. The following in 

italics come from park user reports: 

  

The park is daily becoming a campground, strewn with trash, monopolized by groups of 

people and their animals. Some add a threatening element that scares off older 

residents and families with children who no longer feel safe in the park. Several 

neighborhood dog owners report their dogs have ingested pot, meth and other 

drug in the park and became seriously ill as a result. They have posted signs 

warning families with small children. 

  

Residents report seeing crack and meth use and open selling of drugs. Park users 

report picking up hypodermic needles. There are specific locations where these 

folks tend to hang out: east and west of the community garden, in corners where 

they are less visible from the street. Near Sacramento Street. The phenomenon has 

definitely increased exponentially this summer/fall. 

  

Until recently high school kids have gathered at the rock to the west of the garden but 

lately even they stay away because the other groups of "travelers" have taken over and 

now completely dominate the space. 

  

A neighbor reported witnessing a fight over bag of "weed." She feared for her safety and 

had to remain hidden. An ambulance arrived to take the injured man to the emergency 

room. On another occasion there was a knife fight. The police occasionally drive by 

in the evening and may ask the campers to leave however, we see the same people 

there in the morning as they play a "cat & mouse" game with the authorities. 

  

What is left behind is disgusting and highly unsanitary. Park visitors have picked 

up needles, used condoms, pot, pills, roaches, pornography, alcohol bottles & 

tops, food trash, used clothing, alcohol bottles, used toilet paper. Others report 

bottles and trash thrown over the fence into their yards. 

 

Some leave their piles of nasty debris. Favord locations for these campers include by 

Sacramento across from the baseball area, and also more visibly up by MLK and 

Milvia as well. Youth baseball teams report strewn condoms in the field where the 

children play. 

 



  

A number of these encampments are unsafe for people and animals (drugs & alcohol, 

theft, aggressive dogs), and unsanitary (urinating and defecating in public park, not 

cleaning up after their animals, potential for developing disease etc.) 

  

We need a stronger local police presence to patrol the park area. We need to enforce 

existing rules concerning use of the park. We need posted signs clearly stating camping 

is not allowed and violators are subject to fines. Perhaps the City can discuss 

landscaping and other ideas with the Parks Department to discourage abuse of the park 

(more lighting, fewer hiding places for illicit behavior etc.). 

  

Such comments speak for themselves as to why we need more enforcement and to 

enact these recommendations as a beginning to caring for our parks. Neighbors have 

been asked to report suspicious behavior immediately. Other comments and 

suggestions will be forthcoming as work continues to ensure the safety of all park users. 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Staff time. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
Pictures sent by neighbors of Ohlone Park to the office of Councilmember Linda Maio. 
 
CONTACT 
Office of Councilmember Linda Maio, Vice Mayor of the City of Berkeley, District 1 
510.981.7110 | lmaio@cityofberkeley.info | cityofberkeley.info/lindamaio 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 



  

 

 



  

 

 




