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ACTION CALENDAR 
                      October 13, 2015 

To:   Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council    
From:   Councilmember Kriss Worthington 
  
Subject: Hate Crime Prevention Response Plan  

RECOMMENDATION: 
Create a hate crimes prevention response plan 

BACKGROUND: 
In previous years, the intensity of the controversies surrounding the debate of Israel and 

Palestine and divestiture has led to a significant increase in hate crimes, particularly 

immediately after these debates.  

In an effort to prevent hate crimes out of the current debate in Berkeley, we are 

proposing a hate crime prevention response plan be created and implemented 

expeditiously.  

We encourage full expression from all points of view, on this and any other controversial 

issues. However, we need to send a loud and clear message that any debate must not 

and cannot generate into hate crimes against, Jews, Muslims or anyone in our city.  

It is important and powerful to have intelligent debates but totally unacceptable for the 

debate to descend into violence and hate crimes. We encourage all residents to keep 

an eye out for any indication that anyone would be threatened, intimidated, bullied, or 

attacked because of their identity or opinions. It is urgently important that we support a 

healthy dialogue and prevent hate crimes. 

It is equally important that if you witness a hate crime that you document and report 

them.  We earnestly hope that our entire community can unite in preventing hate crimes 

from occurring, but if they do we must have a strong response to express our revulsion. 

With a conscious determination, the City of Berkeley can prevent this dialogue from 

leading to any hate crimes and negative actions by giving careful and conscious 

attention to hate crimes now and in the future.  We commit that we prevent any hate 

crimes in the City of Berkeley.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY: 
Consistent with our Climate Action Plan 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  
Unknown. 
 
CONTACT PERSON: 
Councilmember Kriss Worthington 510-981-7170 




