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ACTION CALENDAR 
June 30, 2015 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From:  Sugar Sweetened Beverage Products Panel of Experts (SSBPPE) 

Submitted by:  Jennifer Browne, Chairperson, SSBPPE 

Subject: Funding for Berkeley Unified School District Cooking and Gardening Program  

RECOMMENDATION 
Forward $250,000 to Berkeley Unified School District (BUSD) to increase school site 
programming through the Cooking and Gardening Program in 2015-2016. 

 
FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION 
$250,000 of City General Fund will be used to enhance BUSD’s Cooking and 
Gardening Program. 
 
CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
At its regularly scheduled meeting on 6/3/15, the SSBPPE took the following action: 

M/S/C (Scheider/Sinai):  Moved that the SSBPPE recommend that the City 
Council forward $250,000 to Berkeley Unified School District to ensure that total 
school site programming offered to students through the Cooking and Gardening 
Program for 2015-2016 exceeds that which was supported by the District in 
2014-2015, with the requirement that the District provide a written year-end 
report that includes 1) how these funds enhanced the program, and 2) how the 
nutrition curriculum incorporates the health impacts of sugary drinks. 

Ayes:  Commissioners Brown, Crawford, Fenstermacher, Morales, Namkung, 
Rose, Sinai and Scheider 
Noes:    None 
Abstain:   None 
Recused:  Moore 
Absent from vote:  None 
Excused:   None 
Motion passed 

 
BACKGROUND 
In November 2014 Berkeley voters approved Measure D, establishing a tax on sugar-
sweetened beverage distribution in the City.  This is the first such tax to be implemented 
in this country.  The SSBPPE is charged with making “recommendations on how and to 
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what extent the City should establish and/or fund programs to reduce the consumption 
of sugar-sweetened beverages in Berkeley and to address the effects of such 
consumption” (BMC 7.72.090). 

At Council’s regularly scheduled meeting on 5/12/15 Council approved the following 
recommendation: 

From: Councilmembers Capitelli and Maio 
Recommendation: 
1. Allocate $500,000 from the General Fund Reserve to forward fund 
recommendations by the POE (Sugar Sweetened Beverage Panel of Experts) to 
healthy child/family community based programs. 
2. Request that the POE recommend 50% of this amount ($250,000) to be 
forwarded to the Berkeley Unified School District to ensure that total school site 
programming offered to students through the Cooking and Gardening Program 
for 2015-16 exceeds that which was supported by the District in 2014-15. 
3. Request that the POE establish procedures which will result in 
recommendations to the council for the expenditure of the remaining funds. Such 
recommendations to be forwarded to council by October 1, 2015. 
4. Funds to be repaid to the General Fund Reserve as revenues from Measure D 
are collected. 

The SSBPPE’s recommendation to allocate funding to BUSD, in accordance with 
Council’s recommendation, is a first step toward mobilizing City resources to quickly 
and effectively begin translating this new tax initiative into meaningful impact on 
community health. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
No specific environmental sustainability effect is anticipated from this recommendation.  
To the extent that it encourages students to embrace gardening and locally-sourced 
produce, it may in the long term contribute to sustainable approaches to food and 
nutrition. 

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
BUSD’s Cooking and Gardening Program is well-established and this additional support 
will allow for broader impact of the program and greater benefit for BUSD students.   

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED 
The SSBPPE considered delaying funding recommendations until a process has been 
established for making those recommendations.  This would result in losing the 
opportunity to supplement the Cooking and Gardening Program in school year 2015-16, 
which the commission considered unacceptable. 
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CITY MANAGER 
The City Manager has submitted an Action item on the 6/30/15 Council agenda to enter 
into an expenditure contract with BUSD for FY 2016 in the amount of $250,000 for the 
Cooking and Gardening Program.   

CONTACT PERSON 
Janet Berreman, Health Officer, Health, Housing & Community Services, 981-5301 
 



 




