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TO:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
FROM: Councilmembers Linda Maio, Jesse Arreguin and Susan Wengraf 
 
SUBJECT: Optimal Utilization of the Downtown Berkeley Main Post Office Building 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt a Resolution and refer to the City Manager communicating with the U.S. Postal 
Service to initiate a dialogue to encourage the care and best use of the Downtown 
Berkeley Main Post Office building. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
This item requests that we initiate a dialogue with the U.S. Postal Service now that the 
City is no longer engaged in a legal case regarding the building. It puts our best foot 
forward to preserve the building and encourage diversifying uses within the building that 
would also bring in additional revenue to the postal service. The resolution itself 
delineates the topic items that would be discussed but not at all limiting the discussion 
to these. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
Staff time. 
 
CONTACT: 
Councilmember Linda Maio, District 1, 510-981-7110 
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RESOLUTION NO.                  –N.S. 
 

TO PRESERVE AND BEST UTILIZE THE DOWNTOWN BERKELEY MAIN POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

 
WHEREAS, the United States Postal Service, through its pleadings in City of Berkeley v 
Donahoe, has stated that Berkeley’s downtown Post Office at 2000 Allston Way is not 
for sale, nor are services to be transferred out of that location; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Berkeley is no longer engaged in a lawsuit with the United 
States Postal Service contesting the building’s sale; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Berkeley, its City Council and its citizens have an abiding 
interest in preserving their historic downtown Post Office, maintaining and expanding its 
services and utilizing the space for the public good; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the 
Mayor and City Council reaffirm their resolution of March 7, 2013, in opposition to the 
sale of the downtown Berkeley Post Office, and reaffirm that it is not in the best interests 
of Berkeley’s residents that it be sold; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, City Council, City of Berkeley 
administration and concerned citizens wish to discuss the future of the downtown 
Berkeley Post Office with the appropriate United States Postal Service officials; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council instructs the City Manager and/or 
City Attorney to write a letter to the appropriate United States Postal Service officials, 
requesting that discussions take place regarding the following non-exclusive topics: 
 

● The return of postal services to 2000 Allston Way, including package pickup of 
undelivered mail, bulk mail drop-off, and improvements to wait times at this 
location; and 

 
● The greening of the Berkeley Postal Service, including the return of distribution 

routes to the downtown facility to save fuel and time, the installation of roof solar 
panels, and replacing the fleet with fuel-efficient vehicles; and 

 
● The ongoing maintenance and preservation of the building, including needed 

repairs and an assessment of its structural integrity; and 
 

● The preservation of the landscaping and garden along Milvia Street; and 
 

● Potential best uses of space inside the building that is not needed for Postal 
Services, including community uses along with revenue-generating tenancies; 
and 



  

 
● USPS pilot of a program for Postal Banking, as suggested by the Postal Service 

Inspector General’s report, advocating for and using our locale as an incubator 
site and hub for a test rollout of the service. 

 



 




