
2556 Telegraph Avenue April 16, 2015 
Applicant Statement 
 
Applicant: 
Telegraph/Blake LLC 
2342 Shattuck Ave. #171 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
 
 This proposed project is a 7-story mixed-use residential and retail development. The ground floor 
will be activated by a prominent retail storefront fronting Telegraph Avenue. A residential lobby/lounge 
will be located along the Blake Street frontage. This lobby/lounge will serve as the principal entrance to 
all of the residential units in the building, two live/work units and a bike storage room with one space for 
each unit. The alleyway on the west side of the site (Chilton Alley) will provide access to a quiet rear yard 
serving as the secondary entrance to the bike storage room, the second live/work unit and the buildings 
maintenance office/storage room. 

 Above the podium we propose 6 levels of housing, with 13 units per floor on the first 5 floors and 
11 units on the 6th floor with a total of 76 units. A typical floor will have 6 studio, 4 one bedroom and 3 
two bedroom units. All units will be provided with an in-unit washer/dryer, one bathroom and a 
kitchenette. The rear yard will provide the interior bedrooms and studios with ample natural light and 
ventilation along with a landscaped open space that will receive 5+ hours of afternoon sunlight.  

 The roof deck will provide additional open space for residents and be accessed by the elevator 
and both stairways. The rooftop open space will include a variety of seating, shading, planting and other 
amenities, along with sweeping views of the bay.  

 This proposed project is seeking a density bonus through the provision of the California Density 
Bonus and will provide 11% onsite affordable units at 50% AMI, this project merits a 35% Density 
Bonus. The proposed project requests a waiver/reduction from Zoning to increase the story and height 
limit from 4 stories to 7 stories. Additionally, we will be requesting a concession to increase the ground 
floor commercial square footage from 1850 to 2776 to help off-set the coat of providing 11% BMR units 
affordable to very low income onsite. The requested density bonus is further described in the Density 
Bonus Eligibility Statement. 

 This proposed project is identified as a Tier 1 priority development site in the Southside Area 
Plan EIA and opportunity site number 81 in Southside Area Plan. The project aligns its self with a 
number of the City of Berkeley’s goals including the General Plans goals, Southside Area Plans goals and 
the Economic Development Departments goals. 

 This proposed project will provide a number of green and stainable features. We are currently 
perusing, Solar PV, Solar thermal, GreenPoint rated, Energy Star appliances, LED lighting, Car free 
design, Bicycle share, a Green roof, Infiltration planters, Low flow plumbing fixtures, Drought tolerant 
landscaping, Green construction methods and Green streets. 

 

Sincerely, 

Cody Fornari 


