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CONSENT CALENDAR 
April 7, 2015 

 
TO:  Members of the City Council 
 
FROM: Mayor Tom Bates  
 
SUBJECT: Budget Referral: Telegraph Foot Patrol  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Refer to the FY 2015/2016 budget process establishing a regular, full-time police foot 
patrol officer on Telegraph Avenue five days a week, contingent upon the University of 
California Police Department’s providing a foot-patrol officer the other two days, 
dedicated to the current physical boundaries of the C-T Telegraph District Commercial 
Zone. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Telegraph Business Improvement District held a special district meeting on 
February 18, 2015 to discuss the state of the Avenue. Police Chief Meehan was 
specifically requested to attend the meeting to hear stakeholder concerns and the 
Berkeley Police Department gave a brief presentation at the meeting. During the police 
presentation several merchants and property owners raised the ongoing issue of 
problematic street behavior on the Avenue and specifically the issue of enforcement of 
current ordinances and a visible police presence.  
 
These concerns are echoed by multiple communications1 regarding Telegraph Avenue, 
especially from merchants between Haste and Blake streets, with concerns ranging 
from public safety, to loss of business, and now to undesirability of commercial spaces 
in the proximate surroundings. 
 
Historically there have been multiple concentrated efforts focused on Telegraph Avenue 
with the goal of reducing crime and problematic street behavior. These short-term 
efforts have been successful in reducing crime and improving the perception of public 
safety on the Avenue; however, after the efforts extra attention ends, problematic 
behavior returns to the Avenue. 

 In December 1969, the City and the University established a joint UCPD/BPD 
Patrol,2 which later evolved in to a 7-days-a-week bike and foot patrol program 
that lasted until in 2009.3   

 After the Telegraph area riots in 1991 and 1992, then Mayor Loni Hancock 
appointed a Telegraph-area Task Force that recommended several short-term 
improvements, which included focused regular bicycle police patrols, expanded 
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homeless outreach programs such as the City’s mental health mobile crisis team, 
increased police presence, and resulted in new regulations regarding problematic 
behavior.4  

 In 1998, the City Council made a targeted effort to reduce Part II* crimes and 
maintain an increased, visible police presence, resulting in a significant increase 
in Part II arrests between 1996 and 1998 through a joint BPD/UCPD “Direct 
Patrol Effort.”5 

 The 2001 Southside Plan’s Public Safety element includes the goals of 
maintaining a coordinated community-based police presence in the area; and 
targeting public health services and substance abuse programs and services to 
those in need in the area.6 

 In July 2006, Council approved $100,000 for police overtime with money used to 
fund undercover narcotics enforcement and fund additional foot patrols.7 As a 
result, there was less open drug dealing in the area8 and merchants and the beat 
officers reported improved conditions on Telegraph.9 

 At the May 8, 2007 Council Meeting, Councilmember Worthington introduced a 
motion, which passed on the consent calendar, that included the creation of a 
foot patrol for Telegraph Avenue.10 

 
FISCAL IMPACTS 
The cost of a full, time foot-patrol officer. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
Not applicable.  
 
CONTACT PERSON 
Mayor Tom Bates    981-7100 
 
ATTACHMENTS & LINKS 

 
1
 Email communications 
 Lori Katz 
 Doug Fielding 
 Robert Parada 
 Moe Delfani 
 Ed and Carol Lipnick 
 Gail Todd 
 Kellen Gauthier 
2 http://police.berkeley.edu/about_UCPD/jurisdiction.html 
3 Southside Plan, p. 153,  
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/uploadedFiles/Planning_(new_site_map_walk-
through)/Level_3_-_General/2011-09-27_SSP_FINAL_9-7-11_Att%203_Exh%20A.pdf 
4 Southside Plan, p. 149 
5 Southside Plan, p. 151 

                                                 
*
 Part II crimes are crimes such as vandalism, liquor law violations, public drunkenness, disturbance of the 
peace, drug and weapon offences 
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6 Southside Plan, p. 148 
7 December 12, 2006, Quarterly Report: Crime in Berkeley 
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/citycouncil/2006citycouncil/packet/121206/2006-12-
12%20Item%2027%20Quarterly%20Report%20Crime%20in%20Berkeley.pdf 
8 Evaluation of Telegraph Avenue Improvement Plan, February 27, 2007 
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/citycouncil/2007citycouncil/packet/022707/2007-02-
27%20Item%2030%20Evaluation%20of%20Telegraph%20Avenue%20Improvement%2
0Plan.pdf 
9 March 13, 2007, Quarterly Report: Crime in Berkeley, 
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/citycouncil/2007citycouncil/packet/031307/2007-03-
13%20Item%2017%20Quarterly%20Report%20Crime%20in%20Berkeley.pdf 
10 Community-Involved Policing for Telegraph Avenue, 
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/citycouncil/2007citycouncil/packet/050807/2007-05-
08%20Item%2033%20WORTH%20Community%20Involved%20Policing%20for%20Tel
egraph%20Avenue.pdf 
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