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ACTION CALENDAR 
March 17, 2015 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Christine Daniel, City Manager 

Submitted by:  Eric Angstadt, Director, Department of Planning & Development 

Subject: PG&E Grant for Georgetown University Energy Prize Semifinals  

RECOMMENDATION 
Adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to accept a $20,000 grant from PG&E 
for the approximate period of April 1, 2015 to March 31, 2016 and allocate the funds as 
follows: 

 $15,000 towards rebates of $100-$200 per household towards energy 
efficiency assessments for residential buildings; and 

 $5,000 towards energy efficiency education and training for students in the 
Berkeley community. 

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION 
This one-time grant will be for $20,000 and will be used towards energy efficiency 
incentives for residential homeowners to conduct home energy assessments, and for 
energy efficiency education for students in the Berkeley community. The funding will 
impact the FY 2016 budget only and will be deposited and expended through the PG&E 
grant fund (budget code 355-8308).  

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
PG&E has proposed to provide $20,000 as a one-time grant to each city within its 
service territory that is competing as a semifinalist in the Georgetown University Energy 
Prize (GUEP). The City of Berkeley was selected as a GUEP semifinalist in December 
2014. Staff recommends that City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the City 
Manager to accept a grant from PG&E of the $20,000. The grant can be used to 
advance energy efficiency efforts in our community and increase Berkeley’s potential to 
win the GUEP $5 million prize. 

BACKGROUND 
The Georgetown University Energy Prize (http://guep.org) is a national competition 
designed to encourage small to medium-sized cities to engage the community in 
increasing energy efficiency. The winning community will receive a $5 million prize, to 
be invested in local energy efficiency programs.  

http://guep.org/
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The GUEP consists of 4 stages. In Stage 1 (July 2014), the City submitted a basic 
application that included background on existing energy efficiency efforts. The City was 
selected as a quarter-finalist and advanced to Stage 2 (completed in November 2014). 
Stage 2 required the City to submit an Energy Plan that identifies the actions the City 
and its partners are taking or plan to take to accelerate energy efficiency. In December 
2014 the City was selected as one of 50 semifinalists to participate in Stage 3 of the 
competition. Starting in January 2015, the City will compete for two years to reduce 
residential and municipal energy consumption, which will be compared with baseline 
consumption over the two years preceding the start of the semifinals (2013-2014).  

PG&E confirmed in December 2014 that it would provide up to $20,000 to each city in 
its service territory selected to compete in the GUEP as a semifinalist, including the City 
of Berkeley. The funding from PG&E is to be used to further energy efficiency programs 
in the City. The source of the $20,000 from PG&E is ratepayer dollars. OESD’s proposal 
to use the funding as follows has been approved by PG&E as a legitimate use of the 
funds, and PG&E is willing to provide the $20,000 towards these initiatives: $15,000 
towards rebates of $100-$200 per household towards energy efficiency assessments 
for residential buildings; and $5,000 towards energy efficiency education and training for 
students in the Berkeley community. 

On February 25, 2015, the Berkeley Energy Commission passed the following motion: 

“The Commission recommends that Council adopt a Resolution authorizing the 
City Manager to accept a $20,000 grant from PG&E and allocate the funds as 
follows: $15,000 towards rebates of $100 to $200 per household towards energy 
efficiency assessments for residential buildings; and $5,000 towards energy 
efficiency education and training for students in the Berkeley community.”  
Motion: James. Second: Constantine. Ayes: Bell, Constantine, James, Lee, 
Murray, Schlachter, Wang. Nays: none. Abstention: Gallardo.  Motion passed 7-
0-1.   

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
This resolution is consistent with the goals of the Climate Action Plan and would further 
the impact of existing energy efficiency programs. 

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
By adopting this resolution, the City will be able to provide additional energy efficiency 
incentives for homeowners to conduct home energy assessments and energy efficiency 
education to students. These efforts are consistent with the Climate Action Plan goals 
and may increase the potential for Berkeley to win the Georgetown University Energy 
Prize. 

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED 
Do not accept the $20,000 from PG&E. 
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CONTACT PERSON 
Katie Van Dyke, Climate Action Program Manager, (510) 981-7403 

Attachments:  
1: Resolution 



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S. 
 

PG&E GRANT FOR GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY ENERGY PRIZE SEMIFINALS 
 
WHEREAS, the Georgetown University Energy Prize has selected the City of Berkeley 
to compete as a semifinalist in its competition for a prize of up to $5 million; and 
 
WHEREAS, Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) has committed to providing $20,000 to 
each city within its service territory that is competing as a semifinalist in the Georgetown 
University Energy Prize; and 
 
WHEREAS, this is a one-time grant from PG&E; and 
 
WHEREAS, the $20,000 will be invested as follows: $15,000 towards incentives for 
residential homeowners of $100-$200 per household to conduct home energy 
assessments, and $5,000 towards energy efficiency education programs to students in 
the Berkeley community. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the 
City Manager is hereby authorized to accept a $20,000 grant from PG&E and allocate 
the funds as follows: $15,000 towards rebates of $100-$200 per household towards 
energy efficiency assessments for residential buildings, and $5,000 towards energy 
efficiency education and training for students in the Berkeley community. 
 
 




