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ACTION CALENDAR 
March 17, 2015 

(Continued from February 10, 2015) 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Christine Daniel, City Manager 

Submitted by:  Eric Angstadt, Director, Planning and Development 

Subject: Georgetown University Energy Prize Semi-Finalist Selection 

INTRODUCTION 
The City of Berkeley is one of 50 small to medium-sized municipalities (population of 
5,000-250,000) nationwide to be selected as a semi-finalist to compete for the $5 million 
Georgetown University Energy Prize (GUEP). After a 2-year competition ending in 
December 2017, the prize will be awarded to the city that most effectively reduces 
residential and municipal energy consumption and demonstrates the potential for 
sustained energy efficiency efforts moving forward. The GUEP is an opportunity to 
further engage residents in improving home energy efficiency and comfort and in 
advancing implementation of the Climate Action Plan.  

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
As a GUEP semi-finalist, the City of Berkeley is one of only 50 cities nationwide to be 
competing for a $5 million prize. The City was selected as a semi-finalist after 
submitting an “Energy Efficiency Program Plan” (Energy Plan) to GUEP in November 
2014. The Energy Plan is consistent with the CAP and indentifies several energy-saving 
actions that are either underway or planned, including the municipal streetlight retrofit 
and updating the existing Residential and Commercial Energy Conservation 
Ordinances. Implementation of the Energy Plan and the CAP rests on increased and 
sustained community engagement. The GUEP provides an opportunity to further 
engage residents and City staff in advancing energy efficiency.   

The winner of the $5 million prize will be the city that reduces the most residential and 
municipal energy consumption over a 2-year period starting in January 2015. The 
baseline against which progress is measured is 2013-2014. To win the prize, the city 
must also demonstrate that the reductions achieved can be sustained and are replicable 
for other communities. 

PG&E has agreed to provide GUEP with quarterly, aggregated residential and municipal 
energy consumption data for semi-finalist cities within its territory. Other Bay Area semi-
finalists include the cities of Davis, Fremont, Palo Alto, San Mateo, and Sunnyvale.  
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PG&E also plans to award semi-finalist cities within its territory a $20,000 prize for 
reaching the semi-final stage on the condition that the funds be allocated to advance 
implementation of the CAP and Energy Plan. No City Council action is required at this 
time, but staff will return to City Council once details of the PG&E $20,000 prize are 
confirmed.  

BACKGROUND 
The Georgetown University Energy Prize (http://guep.org) is a national competition 
designed to encourage small to medium-sized cities to engage the community in 
increasing energy efficiency. The winning community will receive a $5 million prize, to 
be invested in local energy efficiency programs.  

The GUEP consists of 4 stages. In Stage 1 (July 2014), the City submitted a basic 
application that included background on existing energy efficiency efforts. The City was 
selected as a quarter-finalist and advanced to Stage 2 (completed in November 2014). 
Stage 2 required the City to submit an Energy Plan that identifies the actions the City 
and its partners are taking or plan to take to accelerate energy efficiency. In December 
2014 the City was selected as one of 50 semi-finalists to participate in Stage 3 of the 
competition. Starting in January 2015, the City will compete for 2 years to reduce 
residential and municipal energy consumption, which will be compared with baseline 
consumption over the 2 years preceding the start of the semifinals (2013-2014).  

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

Participation in the GUEP is consistent with efforts to implement the Climate Action 
Plan. 

POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION 
Staff will provide City Council with a proposal for allocating the planned $20,000 prize 
provided by PG&E for reaching the semi-final stage. Staff will also provide City Council 
and the community with periodic updates on Berkeley’s performance during the GUEP 
competition. Finally, community input and City Council direction will be needed to guide 
allocation of the $5 million prize if after 2 years the City of Berkeley wins first place.  

FISCAL IMPACTS OF POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION 
Participation in GUEP is consistent with current CAP implementation efforts. The 
proposed $20,000 prize from PG&E will support the City’s efforts to participate in 
GUEP. The potential $5 million purse from GUEP would provide a significant boost to 
local energy efficiency efforts and CAP implementation.  

CONTACT PERSON 
Neal DeSnoo, Energy Program Officer, OESD, (510) 981-7439 
 

http://guep.org/



