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ACTION CALENDAR 
February 10, 2015 

 
To:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 

From:  Christine Daniel, City Manager 
 

Submitted by: Scott Ferris, Director, Parks Recreation & Waterfront 
 

Subject: Evaluation of Possible Ban on New Planting of Certain Tree Species 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Take action to either:  a) direct the City Manager to proceed with Option 1, and continue 
the City’s current practice regarding tree plantings on City property, which currently do 
not include Eucalyptus, and Monterey Pine (except at the Marina); or b) adopt a 
Resolution as described in Option 2 that would ban the new planting of certain tree 
species on City property and discourage the new planting of certain species on private 
property; or c) direct the City Manager to develop an ordinance for Council adoption that 
bans the new planting of certain tree species on both public and private property, and 
includes enforcement mechanisms.   
 
FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff developed three options for evaluation.  The fiscal impacts of each option are 
described below in CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS. 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS 
On June 10, 2014 Council referred to the Fire and Disaster Commission and the Parks 
and Waterfront Commission the issue of establishing a ban on the new planting of 
certain tree species of trees including Monterey Pine, Monterey Cypress, Red Gum 
Eucalyptus and Blue Gum Eucalyptus within the City of Berkeley and report back to 
Council with a recommendation after evaluation.  Staff developed three options that 
were evaluated by the two commissions and Council, as follows: 
 
Option One 

a) Continue the City’s current practice of not planting Blue and Red Gum 
Eucalyptus and Monterey Pine trees on City property, with an exception that 
would allow Monterey Pine within the Waterfront;  

b) On the COB Forestry web site, add public education links to the Berkeley Fire 
Department and State and Federal websites that encourage property owners to 
maintain a fire safe property and a 30-foot defensible space around their homes 
through the proper maintenance of trees and landscaping. 
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Fiscal Impact:  Minimal.  A small amount of staff time would be needed to produce a 
brochure and develop and implement a public education and outreach program.  No 
additional resources would be needed to add public education links to the website or to 
continue staff’s current practice of not planting Blue and Red Gum Eucalyptus or 
Monterey Pine trees on City property.  This option is supported by City staff and the 
Parks and Waterfront Commission, and the public education component of this option is 
directly supported by the Fire and Disaster Commission. 
 
Option Two 

a) Recommend a Council resolution that prohibits the City from planting Blue and 
Red gum Eucalyptus and Monterey Pine trees on City property; with an 
exception that would allow Monterey Pine within the Waterfront (see the attached 
sample Resolution).   

b) On the COB Forestry web site, add public education links to the Berkeley Fire 
Department and State and Federal websites that encourage property owners to 
maintain a fire safe property and a 30-foot defensible space around their homes, 
through the proper maintenance of trees and landscaping. 

 
Fiscal Impact:  Minimal.  No additional resources would be needed to adopt the 
resolution.   A small amount of staff time would be needed to produce a brochure and 
develop and implement a public education and outreach program.  No additional 
resources would be needed to add public education links to the website or to continue 
staff’s current practice of not planting Blue Gum Eucalyptus or Monterey Pine trees on 
City property. 
 
Option Three 

a) Recommend a City ordinance that prohibits planting Blue and Red Gum 
Eucalyptus and Monterey Pine trees on both public and private property; with an 
exception that would allow Monterey pine within the Waterfront.   

b) On the COB Forestry web site, add public education links to the Berkeley Fire 
Department and State and Federal websites that encourage property owners to 
maintain a fire safe property and a 30-foot defensible space around their homes, 
through the proper maintenance of trees and landscaping. 

 
Fiscal Impact:  Significant.  Significant resources would be needed to develop 
and implement an ordinance, which would include monitoring and enforcement of 
the prohibition on private property.  The proposed ordinance would involve 
certain complexities, such as the need to coordinate with property owners to 
perform inspections on private property, and developing methods for determining 
when certain trees were planted.  No additional resources would be needed to 
add public education links to the City’s website or to continue staff’s current 
practice of not planting Blue and Red Gum Eucalyptus or Monterey Pine trees on 
City property. 

 
Parks and Waterfront Commission 
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On December 10, 2014, at a regular meeting of the Parks and Waterfront Commission, 
the commission took action to recommend Option 1 to Council (M/S/C:  Veneziano/ 
Catalfo):  7 Ayes:  Brostrom; Catalfo; Howard; McGrath; McKay; Mester; Veneziano;   1 
No:  Weinstein; Abstain:  None; Absent:  None. 
 
Disaster and Fire Safety Commission 
On September 24, 2014, at a regular meeting of the Disaster and Fire Safety 
Commission, the commission took action to communicate to the Parks and Waterfront 
Commission that the Disaster and Fire Safety Commission supports any of the options 
staff presented to the Parks and Waterfront Commission on September 10, 2014 with 
particular emphasis to the public education elements: (M/S:  N. Goldstein/R. Grimes):  
Vote: (5 Ayes: Grimes, Goldstein, Hamm, Zummo, Mitchell ; 2 Noes: Almanza, Flasher; 
1 Absent: Gage; 0 Abstain. 
 
BACKGROUND 
With regard to private property, the City currently does not have regulations that restrict 
the planting of trees.  With regard to public property, the City’s Urban Forestry Division 
maintains a list of tree species that are appropriate based on the site conditions and 
suitability of the species selected for the location (e.g., climate, soil, and sunlight 
conditions, as well congestion factors such as utilities lines, structures, and other trees 
at the location).  Blue Gum or Red Gum eucalyptus or Monterey Pine are not contained 
in the City’s list of tree species.  The reason for this is because because they are not a 
suitable species for many urban sites due to their large mature size and need for high 
and costly maintenance.  Blue Gum Eucalyptus is not commercially available in the 
region and there is no demand for it.  Red Gum Eucalyptus is a general term used for 
many species of eucalyptus that have red features, such as bark and flowers.  Some of 
these are acceptable species for the urban environment, however, the City does not 
plant Red Gum Eucalyptus because other species are better suited for the City of 
Berkeley.  Monterey Pine and Monterey Cypress could be a suitable species for the 
Berkeley Waterfront because each species grows well in the shoreline environment and 
effectively serves to block the frequent winds.  In fact, these locations currently have 
healthy stands of these trees that are maintained by the Urban Forestry Unit.   

In terms of fire risk, the State of California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(CAL FIRE) website emphasizes that tree maintenance and debris removal is an 
important factor in keeping a property safe in fire prone areas.  They state that there are 
no fire-proof plants and that a good landscape design will incorporate a defensible 
space within 30 feet of any structure.  They recommend that plants in this 30 foot area 
should be kept green, be low-growing, non-woody and that good horizontal and vertical 
space should be kept between the trees and plants.  (See Fire Resistance Landscaping 
at http://www.fire.ca.gov/). 

Since 1982, consistent with CAL FIRE guidelines, the City has operated the Fire Fuel 
Chipper and Vegetation Debris Bin Program in specified areas of the City, whereby 
homeowners remove vegetative debris from their private property and a City crew picks 
up the material during designated weeks each summer.  The program also provides 
customers an opportunity to have a debris bin delivered for the purpose of disposing of 

http://www.fire.ca.gov/
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larger quantities of vegetation.  The delivery and pick-up of the debris bins is managed 
by the City’s Solid Waste Division.  This program is designed to provide residents a 
convenient means of disposing of vegetation to improve the fire safety of properties 
within the specified area. 

In addition, the City’s Fire Department staff inspects the front yards of private properties 
annually that are within the Fire Department-designated Hazardous Fire Area, east of 
Grizzly Peak Boulevard.  Non-compliant properties are initially sent a notice to abate 
any excess vegetation debris. The Berkeley Fire Department provides information on 
City of Berkeley vegetation management practices at the following websites:  

 Fire Prevention http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/Fire/Home/Fire_Prevention.aspx;  

 Vegetation Management: http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/Fire/Home/FP-
Vegetation_Management.aspx.   

 Additionally, the Fire Department provides a brochure titled: Create Defendable 
Space to Protect Your Home from Wildfire”. 

 
A review of current tree management practices at several municipalities in the East Bay 
made the following findings:   
 

 The City of Richmond’s Municipal Code requires property owners to maintain 
ornamental landscaping, encourages the use of fire-resistant plants and the removal 
of fire hazardous vegetation.  No restrictions exist on the planting of specific species 
of trees.  The Fire Marshall may order an owner or occupant to abate fire hazards 
and nuisances, including flammable vegetation. 

 The City of Albany does not regulate the planting of trees on private property.  The 
City does, however, prohibit inadequately maintained landscaping.  

 Chapter 10.90 of the City of El Cerrito Municipal Code is titled Obstruction of Views 
by Trees on Private Property.  Section 10.90.190 prohibits the planting of certain 
trees.  It states “Due to their rapid growth, height at maturity, dense foliage, shallow 
root structure, flammability, breakability or invasiveness, no person shall plant or 
allow a new tree that results from the sprouting or other self-propagation, on private 
property within the city, from any Monterey Pine, Monterey Cypress, Coast 
Redwood, Red Gum Eucalyptus or Blue Gum Eucalyptus.”  The planting of any of 
these trees is deemed a public nuisance and may be prosecuted as a misdemeanor. 

 The City of Oakland does not regulate tree planting on private property. Monterey 
pines and all species of eucalyptus may be removed from private property without a 
permit.  All other species of trees require a permit to be removed. 

 The Diablo Firesafe Council, an authority on wildfire issues in Alameda and Contra 
Costa Counties, has created a list of plants for use in fire prone environments.  
Twelve tree species are listed as having a favorable fire performance and nine as 
unfavorable.  Their website notes that a plant’s fire performance can be 
compromised if it is not properly maintained.   
http://www.diablofiresafe.org/tolerance.html 

http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/Fire/Home/Fire_Prevention.aspx
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/Fire/Home/FP-Vegetation_Management.aspx
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/Fire/Home/FP-Vegetation_Management.aspx
http://www.diablofiresafe.org/tolerance.html
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 The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection’s website (CAL FIRE) 
includes many links and references to informative publications and texts on fire-safe 
landscaping.  See:  http://www.readyforwildfire.org/landscaping. 

 East Bay Municipal Water District (EBMUD) Firescape handbook: Landscaping To 
Reduce Fire Hazard: 
http://www.ebmud.com/sites/default/files/pdfs/firescape_landscaping-to-reduce-fire-
hazard.pdf 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
The maintenance of the urban forest and the prevention of destructive urban fires are 
essential in meeting the City’s Climate Action Goals over the long term.  A public 
outreach and education program that supports the health and maintenance of the City’s 
urban forest will help the City’s long-term sustainability efforts.   
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED 
None 
 
CONTACT PERSON 
Susan Ferrera, Parks Superintendent, 981-6667 
Daniel Gallagher, Senior Forestry Supervisor, 981-6687 
 
Attachments 
 
1: Resolution 
  

http://www.readyforwildfire.org/landscaping
http://www.ebmud.com/sites/default/files/pdfs/firescape_landscaping-to-reduce-fire-hazard.pdf
http://www.ebmud.com/sites/default/files/pdfs/firescape_landscaping-to-reduce-fire-hazard.pdf


 

 

SAMPLE 
 

RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S. 
 

ENCOURAGE NEW TREE PLANTINGS IN BERKELEY THAT IMPROVE 
AESTHETICS AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
WHEREAS, with regard to private property, the City currently does not have regulations 
that restrict the planting of trees; and 
 
WHEREAS, with regard to public property, the City’s Urban Forestry Division maintains 
a list of tree species that are appropriate based on the site conditions and suitability of 
the species selected for the location (e.g., climate, soil, and sunlight conditions, as well 
congestion factors such as utilities lines, structures, and other trees at the location); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Urban Forestry Unit does not plant Blue or Red Gum Eucalyptus nor 
Monterey Pine in the City of Berkeley because they are not a suitable species for many 
urban sites due to their large mature size and need for high and costly maintenance; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Monterey Pine and Monterey Cypress could be a suitable species for the 
Berkeley Waterfront because it grows well in the shoreline environment and effectively 
serves to block the frequent winds; and 
 
WHEREAS, in terms of fire risk, the State of California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (CAL FIRE) website emphasizes that tree maintenance and debris removal is 
an important factor in keeping a property safe in fire prone areas; and 

WHEREAS, CAL FIRE states that there are no fire-proof plants and that a good 
landscape design will incorporate a defensible space within 30 feet of any structure.  
They recommend that plants in this 30 foot area should be kept green, be low-growing, 
non-woody and that good horizontal and vertical space should be kept between the 
trees and plants.  (See Fire Resistance Landscaping at http://www.fire.ca.gov/); and 

WHEREAS, the maintenance of the urban forest and the prevention of destructive 
urban fires are essential in meeting the City’s Climate Action Goals over the long term; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, a public outreach and education program that supports the health and 
maintenance of the City’s urban forest will help the City’s long-term sustainability efforts. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the 
City bans the new planting of Blue or Red Gum Eucalyptus and Monterey Pine trees on 
City property, except for Monterey Pine at the Waterfront; and discourages new 
plantings of Blue or Red Gum Eucalyptus and Monterey Pine trees on private property; 
and encourages the new planting of trees that improve aesthetics and public safety.   

http://www.fire.ca.gov/



