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ACTION CALENDAR 
March 19, 2013 

To:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
From:  Councilmember Kriss Worthington 
 
Subject: City Manager Referral:  Helping Food Cart Vendors Reinstatement or 

Relocation 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Refer to the City Manager to create a policy that would prevent food vendors from being 
closed out of business and reinstate the food carts that are not within the construction 
fencing and find temporary alternative locations for the other food carts.  
 
BACKGROUND 
Due to the two year (2013-2015) Lower Sproul Plaza construction of the University of 
Berkeley, food vendors, located at Bancroft and Telegraph Avenue, were not given 
appropriate notice to close down immediately starting from December 14, 2012.  The 
notice was given only two days in advance when the city asked that they evacuate their 
business location. This resulted in a loss of money for the vendors who have perishable 
inventory on hand and continue to lose employment while not operating. Since, the food 
vendor’s licenses have not expired; the City should consider what can be done to make 
up for the mistreatment of food vendors and failure to communicate.   
 
Vendors, like Anh Mylinh Vu, the owner of a Vietnamese food trailer, who have loyal 
student and neighborhood customers, depend on  their business to “pay (their) mortgage, 
insurance, payments in relation to the mobile food truck, etc.” Without the income from 
the food truck, Ms. Vu even states that “the more afraid I become that I will not be able to 
survive here in Berkeley.” It would be unfair to lose such a vital business owner in the city 
of Berkeley, especially when Ms. Vu has three years remaining of her four year permit, 
and “would not have agreed to such a business venture” knowing that “the vendor license 
would expire after one year.” Apparently, a few other vendors are in the same situation.  
 
Currently, the space where the carts were located is free, except one place. “Several 
possible locations include College and Bancroft between Kroeber and Boalt Halls, Dana 
and Bancroft near Hass gym, or the Northside entrance at Euclid and Hearst. A possible 
location would be the University side of Dana and Bancroft, where the sidewalk is wider 
and nearby bathroom facilities.”  Whether reinstating their permit or finding an 
alternative location that is comparable it is important for the city to work with the food 
cart owners to reach satisfactory resolution to these problems. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  
Minimal. 
 
CONTACT PERSON 
Councilmember Kriss Worthington  510-981-7170 
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