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Interstate 80 is the most congested corridor in the entire Bay Area. The Gilman 
Street ramps connect both north and southbound I-80 to multiple commercial 
areas, including: Golden Gate Fields racetrack; a large Target store; residential 
neighborhoods in both Berkeley and Albany; and major recreational spots such 
as the Bay Trail and the Gilman Street Fields. The East Shore Highway runs 

parallel to I-80 on the east side, and Frontage Road runs parallel on the west.   
 

The demands on this interchange have grown significantly, and it has become overwhelmed. The 
interchange carries up to 30,000 vehicles every day, and there have been 94 reported traffic accidents in 
the past five years. Improving this intersection is the City of Berkeley’s top transportation priority and is also 
a priority project for the Alameda County Transportation Commission. 
 
The operational challenges of the interchange currently include: 
• Stop signs on the off-ramps cause traffic backs up onto the interstate; 
• The vehicular right of way is confusing, leading to conflicts and collisions; 
• The eastbound ramps are part of a 6-legged intersection and the westbound ramps are part of a 5-

legged intersection; and 
• Difficult for pedestrians or cyclists to traverse the intersections to access the Bay Trail and Gilman Street 

Fields. 
 
A dual roundabout at the entrance and exits from I-80 will improve the operability and safety of this 
interchange in several important ways: 
• The flow of traffic exiting the freeway will be smoother, relieving congestion; 
• The reconfiguration of the multiple legs of the intersections will allow for safer passage and  easier 

navigation through the interchange;  
• Bicycle and pedestrian crossings will be improved; 
• Existing Transbay, express and local transit service will be improved, as will access to the Water Emergency 

Transportation Authority Ferry Terminal, planned for the Berkeley Marina; and 
• Project timeline is 18 months. 

 

FUNDING INFORMATION 
• The total project will cost an 

estimated $15.7 million.  
• City, County, and federal funds of 

$1.2 million are committed to 
developing a Project Study 
Report/Project Development Support 
(PSR/PDS) which is in progress.   

• Funding in the amount of $14.5 
million is needed for completion of 
design, right-of-way, and 
construction work. 

For more information, please contact: 
City of Berkeley, 510-981-7008 
Niccolo De Luca, Townsend Public Affairs, 
510-681-7306 
 


