
Officer Cesar Melero, Area 4 Coordinator for the Berkeley Police 
Department, is encouraging residents in the neighborhood to report 
suspicious circumstances in an effort to have a safer neighborhood.  
 
Here is his list of a few general behaviors that might indicate a 
criminal act is occurring or about to occur. These behaviors are 
meant to make us think about what we are witnessing, but do not 
necessarily indicate that the person is a criminal: 
 
 People engaged in dice games on the street. 
 People using drugs and/or drinking alcohol in public. 
 People engaged in selling drugs. 
 Someone paying an unusual amount of attention to the people or 

places around 
 himself/herself.  The person may be preparing to commit a criminal 

act. 
 Someone lingering in the dark.  Criminals want to remain unseen. 
 When someone flees or runs away from a car or home after they 

realize that you saw them. 
 Someone going from door-to-door in a neighborhood or wandering 

with no purpose. 
 Everyone has the right to walk on our streets, but looking into 

vehicles, trying vehicle doors to see if the vehicles are 
unlocked, looking into home windows, or walking into driveways 
are all signs of criminal activity. 

 Slow moving vehicles, vehicles driving with the headlights turned 
off, or people conducting “business” from a vehicle. 

 Persons walking or cycling down the street while carrying 
household items in an awkward manner. 

 When someone screams for help or you cannot determine why 
someone is screaming. 



 When someone is removing property from a neighbor’s house or a 
closed business. 

 If you hear breaking glass. 
  
How to report suspicious persons and activities: 
The police need accurate information as quickly as possible in order 
to respond to crimes in progress. This increases our chances 
of catching people who are in the process of committing a crime.  
 
To report emergencies or crimes in progress in Berkeley, dial 911 
or (510) 981-5911 from your cell phone.  
 
To report an incident that has already occurred and is no longer an 
emergency, dial (510) 981-5900. 
 
Give the dispatcher as much information as you can to include the 
following: 
 
 Briefly describe what you saw and why you think the event is 

suspicious. 
 Location where you saw the event (address, building description, 

direction where they went, etc.) 
 Describe the involved people (sex, race, height, weight, age hair, 

clothing, etc.) 
 Describe any cars involved or if you heard a car (make, color, 

license plate number.) 
 If the event involves drug-dealing, where are the drugs being 

concealed? 
 Are there any weapons involved? 
 
	  


